Issue 2

Report of UKAPE Biennial Delegate Conference 2006 

Along with the usual thought provoking motions sent by Centres for debate we were able to hear the views of Amicus National Organiser Paul Reuter and two members from SIMA, including their President, on closer working between our two Associations.  

Conference was opened by Amicus Officer Owen Granfield who also spoke in remembrance of Amicus Regional Secretary John Hellyer who had recently died prematurely.  Also members present stood in silence for one minute in memory of prominent UKAPE members Ken Paterson, Roy Davy, Dick Box and also John Lloyd of Amicus who had passed away since the last Conference.  

Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning was mainly devoted to dealing with 21 motions and 27 amendments on the Order Paper.  With Conference finishing at 12.35 pm on Sunday members were able to return home having finished with a final tally of 17 resolutions carried as listed below.  

Conference Resolutions (numbering as per motions on the Order Paper)
3. 
Conference recognises that UKAPE is not recruiting effectively and a strenuous effort should be made to spend the Association's substantial funds in a major drive to "re- position" the Association so as to appeal to the young professional and to initiate an intensive campaign to "kick-start" recruitment.

We instruct the executive to consider reintroducing student membership and, in the light of the parent union "Influx of Youth" initiative, on what terms.  

4.
Conference believes that the current Governance arrangements for UKAPE are inappropriate and should be replaced by a system of Annual General Meetings for reporting by the Executive Committee to the membership and for presenting Accounts, etc. Policy discussions and decisions should be carried out within the Executive Committee, with policy motions from the membership being submitted through Centres. Policy developed in this manner is to be ratified at the next AGM as part of the reporting process. Conference instructs the EC to draft new bye-laws to implement this arrangement and submit them for review and approval at the next BDC.  
5.
This Conference calls on the EC to progress the inclusion of pensions within the TUPE (Transfer of Undertakings and Protection of Entitlements) transfer process.  

6.1
Conference asserts that there has to be a future for UK manufacturing to ensure a healthy balance of payments and a strong economy. 

· Situation cost control, innovation and a flexible workforce are essential..

· In Europe, including the UK, R & D and innovation must be retained and companies must keep their R and D staff by providing them with facilities for continued education and training opportunities at every level.

· The UK must spend more money on research and development similar to our European partners.  Topics include biotechnology, gene technology, nanotechnology, material science, medical engineering, energy, IT and communications.

· Conference states that there should be more European partnerships, to retain key industries and the know-how associated with them.  

6.2
Conference requests that the EC should in conjunction with the Amicus resources investigate ways of amending or introducing legislation and regulation to reduce the cost of employment.  
6.3
Conference instructs the Executive Committee to urge the Union to fight very hard for better terms for redundant workers in order that it is not so easy to close factories and that British skills are more respected.  

8.
This Conference welcomes the recent initiative to unify codes of ethics for professional engineers contained in the  Royal Academy of Engineering's publication "Statement of Ethical Principles". It instructs the Executive to write to all professional engineering institutions urging them to endorse it.
9.
This Conference calls on the EC to highlight the need for suitable and sufficient CPD (Continuing Professional Development) for professional engineers. It instructs the EC to write to all institutions, and other appropriate bodies such as the ETB (Engineering and Technology Board) and the Engineering Council (UK) and the government, calling on them to demonstrate that CPD is being properly conducted and recorded by professional engineers, and is being effectively monitored by the engineering institutions.
10.
This Conference notes with concern the failure of some engineering institutions to take appropriate action to remove members who have failed to comply with the institutions' codes of conduct, or who have acted criminally or negligently, or who have been assessed as performing incompetently.  Conference calls upon the EC to publicise this concern as widely as possible, including writing to all engineering institutions, to relevant engineering bodies and using other suitable communications routes.
11.
This Conference believes that the provision of nuclear energy must inevitably form part of the UK energy strategy until such time as renewable energy generation technology offers a realistic alternative to fossil fuels. It instructs the Executive to respond accordingly to the Government's future energy policy review.  
12
This Conference calls on the EC to increase its efforts to achieve statutory registration and licensing of professional engineers and to progress this objective with a written statement to all appropriate bodies.
14.
This Conference believes that safety has been so over-exposed that we are now in danger of not appreciating everyday risks and the need to  make judgements about our own protection. It is essential to our continued well being that the balance on safety issues be restored. The EC are required to write to the appropriate Government Minister and the Engineering and Technology Board and Engineering Council (UK), expressing our concern.

15.
This Conference believes that the Government should fund a demonstrably independent assessment of the long-term benefits and costs of the various power-generation options for the United Kingdom.
16.
In view of the global warming situation conference believes that the disparity between taxation on fuels for road and air transport should be abolished. This motion proposes that all aircraft fuel sold in the European Union should be taxed to the same level as road vehicle fuel. Conference asks EC to lobby the government to achieve this end, recognising that, to be effective this has to be done on a global basis by international agreements”.  

17.
Conference deplores the lack of policy on the country's infrastructure in general and asks EC to put this view to the government.
18.
This Conference believes that if global warming is associated with human  activity  then world population control is the most important action needed.   Strong encouragement of family planning and small families, i.e 2 maximum, is needed from now on.   This action must be taken worldwide.
20.
This Conference believes that Council Tax should be replaced by a more equitable system that takes adequate account of ability to pay.  
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